Curator’s Choice

Bomb's Away! A Different Kind of MAC Lab Dirctor

Grenade

n the early 1930s, diplomat Jefferson Patterson constructed a small beach cottage on his new country estate in Cal-

vert County, Maryland. Patterson would stay in the cottage while his much larger Colonial Revival brick house
overlooking the Patuxent River was being built. One of the features of the rustic cottage that survives to the present
day were wall mounted fire grenades, designed to shatter and disperse fire-quenching chemicals when heated. Of
course, these grenades have been supplanted by fire extinguishers, but they are a fun throwback to the early twentieth
century.
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Their compact size made them
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bon tetrachloride—a toxic chemical that converted to deadly phosgene
gasand hydrochloric acid when mixed with water (Kohlstedt 2016). Fire
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Figure 1. Tear-drop shaped fire grenade

from the Schifferstadt site (18FR134). necessary to get as close to the
fire to use it (Figure 3).

The rounded base of this grenade indi-
cates that it was probably mounted in a
wall bracket and may have been a gre-
nade that had a spring-loaded trigger that

reacted to heat.
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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